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SENATE BI LL 5359

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session
By Senators OCem g, Pridenore, Kline, and MDernott

Read first time 01/20/09. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to identifying marks on ballots; and amendi ng RCW
29A. 36. 111 and 29A. 60. 040.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29A 36.111 and 2004 c 271 s 128 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Every ballot for a single conmbination of issues, offices, and
candi dates shall be uniformwthin a precinct and shall identify the
type of primary or election, the county, and the date of the primary or
el ection, and the ballot or voting device shall contain instructions on
the proper nethod of recording a vote, including wite-in votes. Each
position, together with the nanes of the candidates for that office,
shall be clearly separated fromother offices or positions in the sane
jurisdiction. The offices in each jurisdiction shall be clearly
separated from each other. No paper ballot or ballot card may be
mar ked by or at the direction of an election official in any way that
woul d permt the identification of the person who voted that ball ot.

(2) An elections official may not enter into or extend any contract
with a vendor if_ such_contract nmay allow the vendor to_acquire_an
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ownership interest in any data pertaining to any voter, any voter's
address, registration nunber, or history, or any ball ot.

Sec. 2. RCW29A. 60.040 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1504 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A ballot is invalid and no votes on that ballot may be counted if
it is found fol ded together w th another ballot ((er—t++s—rarkedsoas
to—+dent-y—thevoter) ).

Those parts of a ballot are invalid and no votes may be counted for
those issues or offices where nore votes are cast for the office or
i ssue than are permtted by law, wite-in votes do not contain all of
the information required under RCW ((29A—606-020)) 29A.60.021; or that
issue or officeis not marked with sufficient definiteness to determ ne
the voter's choice or intention. No wite-in vote may be rejected due
to a variation in the form of the nane if the election board or the
canvassi ng board can determ ne the issue for or against which or the

person and the office for which the voter intended to vote.

Passed by the Senate April 24, 2009.

Passed by the House April 22, 20009.

Approved by the Governor May 8, 2009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 11, 2009.
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